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Thank you, Fr Shekhar ….

On behalf of the entire province, I would like to 
express my deep and sincere gratitude to Fr Shekhar 
Manickam for shouldering the responsibility of Socius 
(Executive Assistant) of the Gujarat Province since 1 
June 2015; besides being the Socius, Fr Shekhar was also 
the Admonitor, a Province Consultor and the Superior of 
Premal Jyoti community.

Fr Shekhar handled all these responsibilities with 
diligence and meticulousness. It is always a tough job to 
respond to demands from various quarters and particularly 
to meet the deadlines given; but Fr Shekhar did so with his 
characteristic sensitivity and effi  ciency.

As he leaves us, to take up the new assignment entrusted 
to him as Regional Secretary for our Assistancy in Rome, 
our prayers and good wishes accompany him.

Fr. Durai Fernand SJ

Provincial Superior, Gujarat

January
05   Vijaynagar -Poshina: Informal Visit
06   Modasa-Bhiloda: Informal Visit
07   Radhanpur: Informal Visit
08   Mandali & Unteshwari: Informal Visit
09   Kalol & Dhandhuka: Informal Visit
10   Bawla: Informal Visit
11   St. Xavier’s College, Graduation Day
13-14  JEA Meeting, Sevasi
14-15  Province Consult
20   Nadiad, Anand: Informal Visit
21   Vidyanagar, Khatamba, Rosary: Informal Visit
22   St. Joseph’s, Vadodara: Informal Visit
23   Jeevan Darshan, Vadodara: Informal Visit
24   Bharuch- Ankleshwar: Informal Visit
25   Vyara & Mandal: Informal Visit
26   Charvi (Unai):  Chapel Inauguration
27   Dadhwada & Zankhvav: Informal Visit.
28   Nanisingloti & Rajpipla: Informal Visit

February
01   CCD Board of trustees meeting
02   Shamgahan - Final Vows: Fr John Kennedy
03   Sevasi XTI, Sneha Jyoti: Informal Visit
04   Anklav: Informal Visit

Fr. Durai Fernand SJ

Provincial Superior, Gujarat
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PROVINCE HIGHLIGHTS

APPPOINTMENTS

 GENERAL has appointed
 Fr. Alpesh Macwan – Socius to the Provincial

 PROVINCIAL has appointed
 Fr. James Vas – Acting Superior, Mandal-Songadh-
Vyara 

 WRCC

The Western Region Catholic Council (WRCC) held a 
conference on 14-15 December at Jivan Vikas, Kosihmbi 
village (Bhiwandi Ta) Maharashtra. The bishops of sixteen 
dioceses with Cardinal Oswald Gracias, clergy, sisters and 
lay representatives participated. Fr. Lancy Lobo gave a 
couple of inputs on the socio-political scenario in India 
leading to group discussion and action points. The sessions 
were moderated by Fr. Rajiv Chakranarayan.  Archbishop 
Thomas Macwan is currently the president of the WRCC. 

 LIVE CRIb PROCESSION

 St. Joseph Parish (Baroda), once again held its annual 
‘Live Crib Procession’ on 16 December, with traditional 
piety and enthusiasm. A congregation of almost a thousand-
strong first gathered on the parish campus and then joined 
the procession as it wound its way through the several 
areas of the parish and surroundings! It was the tenth year 
of this unique procession. A huge crowd witnessed the live 
tableau representing the birth of Christ. In an interview 
to ‘EZEE News’. Albert Delgado, the Parish Priest said, 
“This procession is a symbol of peace, love, joy. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ became a human being to give us the ‘good 
news’ that all of us are sons and daughters of One God - 
there is no high or low; all are precious in the eyes of God." 
As a sign of joy and unity at the arrival of ‘the little babe’ a 
common festive meal was served to all at the conclusion of 
the ceremony. The procession was an enriching experience 
for those who participated and a meaningful preparation 
for Christmas.  (Fr. Raymund Chauhan)

 “HERE I AM….”: ORDINATIONS 

Three of our Deacons Kishor Gavit, Robert Christi 
and Sanjay Aind were ordained priests recently. Kishor in 
Pimpri on 28 December; Robert in Anand on 29 December 
and on the same day, Sanjay in Karra, Jharkhand. All the 
three ordinations were momentous events – particularly 
for the local laity. Besides priests and religious, there were 
large numbers of laity who witnessed the ordinations. The 
local Parish Priests, their Parish Councils and youth spared 
no efforts to ensure that each of the ordinations were truly 
memorable events! 

The Gujarat Jesuit Parivar rejoices with our new Priests 
Kishor, Robert and Sanjay and prays for God’s blessings 
on each of them for a very meaningful priestly ministry.

 bECOMING MORE INCLuSIVE
Fr. Cedric Prakash was a special invitee at the 2019 

Forum of Catholic Inspired Organizations which was 
held in Rome from 5-7 December. The Vatican-sponsored 
Forum brought together 110 Catholic NGO leaders from 
across the globe who deliberated on the theme ‘Towards 
a more inclusive society’.  A sizeable section of the 
draft document which emerged from the Forum focused 
on human rights and migration – to which Fr Cedric 
contributed significantly. 

The highlight of the Forum was a private audience with 
Pope Francis; in his address he urged the participants to 
go forward in courage and hope, in order to build more 
inclusive societies.  During his personal interactions with 
Pope Francis, Fr Cedric presented the Holy Father with 
a replica of the Sidi Saiyid ni jaali and a beautiful stole 
embroidered with ‘the tree of life’, made by St Mary’s 
Mahila Shikshan Kendra Gomtipur. Pope Francis was 
delighted with both the gifts and insisted that Fr Cedric 
puts the stole on him which evoked a spontaneous applause 
from all those present.
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♦ Fr. Kishor Gavit

It was a historic day for the Pimpri Parish (Dangs Dt) 
as one of its sons Dn. Kishor Gavit, because of the seed 
of faith planted by the late Fr. Navarro, was ordained a 
priest by Archbishop Emeritus Stanislaus Fernandes. 
The meaningful ceremony included traditional tribal 
dances and songs. Among those present for the ordination 
were the Provincial Fr Durai Fernand, the local MLA 
and sarpanches of several villages. Sch. Raman Dalvi, 
another Jesuit from Dangs, compered the ceremony in 
Gujarati and Dangi.

On 31 December Fr. Kishor celebrated his first mass 
in Nani Dabdar, his birthplace. Jesuits and Religious from 
the Dangs and nearby mission stations, were present. Fr. 
Kishor was led in a solemn dance procession to the altar.
(Sch. Alam Parmar)

♦ Fr. robert Christi

 Bishop Rethna Swamy ordained Dn Robert 
Christi at St. Xavier's Parish, Anand; here too, besides 
the Provincial, several Jesuits, priests, religious and laity 
were present. Fr. Ashok Vaghela compered the ceremony. 
The choir was led by Fr. Piyush Parmar and Fr. Vinayak 
Jadav preached the homily.

 The next day, Fr. Robert celebrated his first 
Thanksgiving Eucharist in his native village, Runaj, Amod 
Parish. (Sch. Alam Parmar)

♦ Fr. sanjay Daniel ainD
Bishop Binay Kandulna, Bishop of Khunti ordained 

Dn Sanjay Daniel Aind at St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 
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Karra, Jharkhand on 29 December at a very impressive 
ceremony. The Gujarat Jesuit contingent for the ordination 
comprised Frs. Charles Kispotta, Patras Mundu, 
Sanjay Horo, Sudhir beck and br. Alpesh Chauhan.

The next day, Fr. Sanjay celebrated his first thanksgiving 
Eucharist in his native village. In every speech Fr Sanjay’s 
constant refrain was 'before I formed you in the womb, 
I knew you'! His mother, siblings, relatives, friends and 
villagers were very grateful to God for choosing him as 
missionary priest in Gujarat. (Fr. Patras Mundu)

Kindly register before 7th January 2020 to ensure your 
participation in the seminar.

Contact:
Sr Matilda Alfonso: Mob: 8128899682;   

deepsharanguj@gmail.com 
OR

Fr J Mangalam, SJ: Mob: 9409448402 / 
9426525130; jmangalamsj@gmail.com

ANNOuNCEMENTS

 FINAL VOWS
Fr. John Kennedy will pronounce his Final Vows on 

02nd February, 2020 at 6.30 PM in Girimata Mandir - 
Saputara. Kindly inform Fr. Kirit Patelia by 25th of this 
month if anyone would like to spend the night there.

 LEFT THE SOCIETy
Sch. brijesh Parmar left the Society on 04th January 

2020.

 SEMINAR ON SOCIAL MEDIA
The CRI Baroda, in collaboration with Gujarat Vidya 

Deep, Sevasi, is pleased to invite for a Seminar on SOCIAL 
MEDIA to update ourselves in the present context of our 
mission in Gujarat. 
Date:  4 pm 10th  Jan to 1 pm 12th   Jan 2020.   
Venue:  Gujarat Vidya Deep, Sevasi 
Participants Invited: All the Priests and Religious in 
Gujarat
Resource Persons: Fr Robert Pen, SDB, Salesian 
Institute of Philosophy, Nasik & Mr. Shaji Mathew, IT 
Professional, Director, Websickle.com, Bengaluru.
Contribution: Rs.1000/- per person (on arrival)

JESuIT SAINTS OF THE MONTH

03: Most Holy Name of Jesus: 
On this titular feast of the Society 

we pray to live up to the name we bear.

19: Sts. John Ogilvie, Stephen Pongracz, Melchior Grodziecki; 
Bl. Ignatius de Azevedo, James Sales & William Saultemouche 

and their companions, Martyrs for Catholic Faith
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Fr. Felix Gonsalves SJ was born on 03 March, 1948, 
in Madanthyar (Mangalore Diocese), South Kanara Dt, 
Karnataka.  He entered the Society of Jesus on 10 June, 
1966, at Mount Abu, Rajasthan.  He was ordained in 
Mangalore on 28April 1980.  He pronounced his Final 
Vows on 25 March, 1987.  He passed away on 8 December 
2019.

Three young boys Felix Gonsalves, Jerry Sequeira and 
Lancy Lobo from Mangalore studied since Std VIII in 
St. Aloysius High School, Mangalore and then did Pre-
University studies in St. Xavier’s College Ahmedabad and 
ultimately joined the Society of Jesus at Mt. Abu, for the 
Gujarat Province in 1966. 

Shifting from Kannada medium to English medium 
and then learning French was a steep climb. Professor 
Tus Vakil who taught us French said, “Sons, I am paid to 
teach you French, but I have to teach you English also!” 

Undoubtedly Felix was the brightest of us three. Fr. I. 
Echaniz took great care of our predicament and helped us. 
Not knowing Hindi, it was fellow student Freddy D’souza 
who guided us to turn right or left during NCC marches.  
The novice master who was new to the job had to exercise 
great patience with us during our novitiate.

Felix took up the challenge and graduated in Gujarati 
and then created history by editing the Doot (Messenger 
of the Sacred Heart) as a scholastic during his graduate 
studies. He missed his gold medal by a whisker. He 
changed his name from Felix to Sadanand (ever happy). 
Though he was never sad, some lightheartedly called him, 
“Hello Sad Anand!”

From mastering Gujarati, he took the next step to deep 
inculturation by living with people in villages. He felt 
that it was the only way to bridge the distance between an 
outsider and an insider. Knowledge of culture and society 
of people can only come from the fi rst -hand knowledge of 
the people. He spent a year doing just that. 

After his ordination he was placed at Deesa. But his 
appointment to Radhanpur was most notable. Living alone 

FR. FELIX GONSALVES SJ
(1948-2019)

OBITUARY
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in the periphery of the province, with hardly any Jesuit 
visitors, he labored for 17 years among the Majiranas who 
migrated from Sindh province of Pakistan- a tribe that had 
become a caste.  He was tough physically and mentally. 
He laboured hard and developed the mission to the extent 
possible.

He was then transferred as Parish Priest to Zankhvav, in 
South Gujarat, a tribal area to live in community of young 
Jesuits. It was quite challenging for a man who lived alone 
for 17 years to live in a community. A couple of young 
Jesuits were somewhat rough with him but he bore them 
with equanimity. Later he became Superior of Zankhvav 
and Dhadwada. In life he had no problems of being a 
superior at one time, Parish priest at another, and assistant 
parish priest in the same place or in the neighbouring 
parishes.

Felix had a queer sense of humour. When Jerry became 
provincial, he taunted me “Arre Lancy, this Jerry has 
become provincial without a PhD, what’s the use of your 
PhD?” Later when he was elevated as the Consultor to the 
provincial, I meekly agreed, “Felix, it is not necessary to 
have a PhD to become even a consultor!”   Our friends 
circle would ensure that Felix came for our get- togethers 
because they felt only, he could keep my mouth shut!

Felix was always prasanna vadan (pleasant faced). But 
there were furrows on his forehead. These emerged from 
the brief case he was carrying from place to place, lawyer 
to lawyer, court to court. Though he was no lawyer, he took 
up the numerous land dispute cases of the missions.   A few 
times I told him bluntly, “When there are Jesuit lawyers in 
the province, why have you taken up these cases?”“For the 
greater glory of God”, was his spontaneous and immediate 
retort.

He was ascetic and thrifty by nature. This led him to 
do micro-management. He had complained of chest pain 

but took it lightly. Having called up Jerome his younger 
brother in Gandhidham at about 2.30 pm he told the cook 
that though he was feeling some discomfort due to pain in 
his chest he would drive to the local bazar to purchase some 
groceries. He entered the shop with his jeep and collapsed 
on the steering wheel due to a massive heart attack!

How did he conduct himself with the parishioners?  
He dealt with them on an equal basis. He showed no 
favouritism. Often missions are run on favouritism to a 
select few. The mega attendance at his funeral, the wailing 
of women, and tears of some fellow Jesuits are ample 
testimony to the texture of this modern missionary among 
the tribals. While he has left behind his brief case of legal 
disputes, I am sure he is praying for their resolution from 
heaven. 

May he rest in peace!

- Fr Lancy Lobo
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bIRTHDAyS & DEATH DAyS 2020

To receive by email, send a mail to <socguj@gmail.com>
Published by Fr Provincial of  Gujarat Jesuit Province. For Private Circulation only

GREEN CORNER

01  Nixon Macwan 
03  Cosmas Kurikkattil 
04  Pravin Falcao 
 Pandor Ashish 
 Fr Esteban Avelli – 1972+ 
07  Paul D’Souza 
08  Fr Miguel Urrutia – 1998+ 
11  Fr Idiakunnel Joseph – 2000+ 
12  Ronald Saldanha 
13  Sunil S. Macwan 
 Br Feliciano Aizpurua – 2005+ 
14  Hilary Pereira 
 James B. Dabhi 
 Robert Mascanrenhas 
 Fr Jesus Creus – 1968+ 

15  Ign. Sz. Guardamino 
 Rolphy Pinto 
16  Fr Herrero Manuel – 2001+ 
17  Chacko Thottupurath 
 Fr Rayer Michael – 2010+ 
18  Lancy D’Cruz 
19  Anthony Britto 
21  Francis Pudhicherry 
 Simon Thomas 
 Fr Francisco Cabanach – 1975+ 
22  Fr Romualdo Aguizu – 1998+
24  Fr Eduardo Gadea – 1975+ 
 Fr Dias Francis – 1998+ 
26  Albert Arockiam 
 Fr Zubeldia Francisco – 2000+ 

 Fr Domingo Larumbe – 2019+
27  Fr Dias Chelston – 2015+ 
29  Timothy Macwan
30  Fr Luis Maria Bermejo -2016+
31  Saurabh Parmar

INFORMING…INSPIRING... MOTIVATING 

‘Exploring Green Ideas for Environmental Action 
in St. Xavier’s College Campus’ was the theme of the 
day’s workshop organized under the leadership of Fr. 
Lancy D’Cruz, in collaboration with the NSS on 1 Dec. 
GJEM’s Eco-Education team designed and conducted 
the workshop. The workshop consisted of input sessions 
by experts, games, activities, fi lm screening, group 
discussion. Mr. Shashi Darshan from Tarumitra, Patna 
was the resource person for the day. In his keynote 
address, Fr. Lancy, introduced and elaborated upon the 
theme of the workshop and asked the sixty participants to 
take leadership in environmental activities.

 During the workshop, topics on youth voluntarism, 
waste management with a special focus on plastic 
pollution were dealt with. The concluding session was 
dedicated to group discussion and presentation where 
students were divided into four groups in which they could 
choose their action plan. Plastic-free campus, Cycle day, 
Energy and water conservation, making cloth bags and 
Biodiversity conservation are some of the topics selected 
by the students to work in the coming months.  

- Jothi Xavier

R.I.P

 Fr. Felix Gonsalves (GUJ), 71/53, on 08 Dec in Vyara

 Fr. Louis Menezes (BOM), 85/66, on 10 Dec in 
Mumbai

 Fr. Fidelis Jayabalan Packiam (AND), 71/55, on 26 
Dec 

 Br. Pascoal Colaco (BOM), 78/55, on 30 Dec in Shirpur 

FR. CIVIAC  JOAQuIN 

(GUJ ), 87/68, on 27 Dec, 2019 at 12.25 PM 
in Our Lady of Pilar Hospital, Vadodara, Gujarat.

The funeral was held on Monday, 30 Dec, at 10.30 AM in 
Anklav.

The obituary will be published in the next issue of GJS.


